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The Seamen’s Strike. 

.If there is one class' of men our blatant patriots have 
sung the praises of more than another it is the English sailors, 
whose shill,''strength;.and courage bring the. markets .of the , 
world to our very doors. They certainly deserve all the 
praise they receive, . Sailors, who as a’ rule are the most modest 
. ©f men, do not'ask for praise, hut rather put forward the 
very simple yet natural claim'to have something a little better- 
than a sweated wage for. all the rough work, with all its dangers 
and hardships, they are called upon to do. . The. strike which is 
Snow in'progress, and which .seems to be gaining in power and 
r effect as time- goes on,'is one of the most hopeful things that 
l?as Happened for'many a clay. The solidarity shown is nothing 
less than wonderful, considering-the enormous difficulties in 
getting concerted' action amongst those living a 1 seafaring life. 
The almost incredible class-selfishness and.inliumamty of the bulk 
of'the great shipowners, who have gained enormous fortunes at 
the c'olt of their underpaid and underfed crews, has long needed 
such resistance as is now being shown. Another thing, if the 
.community really wishes to know'on whose efforts and goodwill 
its economic life is dependent, let them see the cargoes of produce 
that are held up, spite of all the gold of the capitalist, not because . 
Labour is unwilling to' put itself at the service of the community, 
.but because the greedy exploiters are not willing that these 
. indispensable workers in the world of-Labour should have the 
wherewithal to live decent,lives. 


the present. The Star seems somewhat disappointed. It says : 
“Net result of police efforts:. Nil. • cost to the public: 
Thousands of pounds'.’’ ■' But what does this Radical paper crave 
for ? You can’t eat -your cake and have it. -You can’t "burn . 
your victims and hang them as well. If. th e.Sta'r feels “ done” 
because it did not have- the‘ satisfaction of a brisk sale over the' 
execution of the Sidney Street victims on the scaffold, it should 
lodge 'its' complaint against that hero, of a Liberal Cabinet,- 
Winston Churchill. And in' any ease the Star ought not to. 
complain of the costliness of “police efforts.” .“Life and 
property must be protected',” as the-Haht'phrase goes; and it 
is not to be supposed that while a sordid .Press is reaping a rich 
harvest out of the crime and corruption. of a decaying society, 
the “ moral''miracles, in blue ” are not to be paid for their work, - 
just as the floggings and hangings must be paid for by those / 
who need these institutions to protect their property and- 
authority.‘ h,'. 


State Socialism on Trial. 

The deputation from the Social Democratic Party ,that^ 
waited on Mr. Lloyd George had'an. opportunity, if ..they are 
wiseU of learning a very important lessom^Nothing “they have 
ever understood or misunderstood of Karl Marx could enlighten 
them so much as the little, bit of political economy taught them 
by; the Chancellor of ■ the Exchequer. If ever they imagined 
that the wage-earning class wqs to get anything from the State 
without paying' for .it, they must be. disillusioned now. As 
Lloyd George pointed out, the Social Democratic proposals 
would add 7d. to the 'income-tax; 'and .with this proposition 
before ^the country, even a Social Democratic Cabinet “ would 
not fast six days.” Rest assured, these astute gentlemen who 
control the. wealth • are not going to have the confidence trick 1 
played on 1 them in Parliament, Karl Ma,rx or no Karl Marx. 
They know when their pockets are touched, and they only give 
their pence when 'their pounds are threatened. And the Parlia¬ 
mentary tactics of the-Social Democrats do not frighten them in 
the least. As Bernard Shaw admits, the Bill only makes saving... 
compulsory on those wretched millions who cannot afford even 
now to feed themselves properly. Hence its acceptance by the 
governing ‘ class. ’. Nothing in economics ‘ is gained by the 
workers’ vote that is not recovered by the employers through 
the wage system. But while the Social Democrats and the 
Labour Party are face to face with a dead wall in Parliament; it 
is instructive to note what- has been already gained by the 
seamen’s strike in a first attempt against that most powerful 
combine, the -Shipping .Federation. Yes, a general strike might 
go far' towards expropriating the monopolist; but for that 
purpose Parliament always is and ever will he futile. 


Anarchy and Art. ' ‘ . 

Recently Dr. Richter gave us some.vMws on musical art that, 
completely upset the cherished principles, pf .authoritarians. It 
is .encouraging to find others writing inGiie^.,same—vein. In tlie 
Daily Chronicle (June 7) Haldane MacfallYays (italics ours) 
“Every age creates its own art,-its own'utterance. There Is no 
law of art. Art is as eternal as life; and evplves like life-; for 
it is the emotional utterance 6f life, and is nothing but that.” 

“ Every forward effort of art • has been -condemned by the 
-academic; and in its beginnings has often bear anarchic, 
enough. Every true movement has had its swarms offparasites.” 
All this recalls the words of Professor Rufiek, in.that wonderful 
play of Ibsen’s, “ When We. Dead Awaken.” He’is. a’ famous . 
sculptor disgusted at modelling mediocrities “ to order,’’And lie 
‘tells his wife that “ all tlie talk about the artist’s vocatipn and* 
the aHist’s/ftiission; and so forth, began to . strike me as being- 
very empty and hollow and meaningless at"bottom.” “Then 
wlmt would you. put in its jplace?” she asks. “ Life, Maia,”-. 
answers Rubek. ,\ And he' is right. Art which is hot in touch ; 
with' toiling and suffering humanity tells us nothing—or, rather,- ( 
’.tells us lies. And if, as we are tol,d> it is so vital that art should 
be free, how much more so is.it Jhat [life itself, from which, real 
art drawsats inspiration, should also be free—should evolve free 
from those man-made laws that are as fatal to life as to .art.? But 
when it comes to the question of freedom for the wage-slaves of 
the-present system, .the “artists” of the moderh tforld are 
dumb. 1 


Y-.l 


\ 


The Liberation of Vassileva. *■ 

We do not belief© there are many even amongst the bitterest 
haters pf the (poor) “ foreigner ” who. will not agree that justice 
'has been done in quashing the sentence on the one solitary 
unfortunate woman whom the police marked down as their 
A Victim. It was an abominable thing to think she should suffer 
because of her relationship with one of the dead men. Now she 
is free; and so ends the terrible tragedy of- Houndsditch—for 


The Fruits of Philanthropy. 

Another little incident that has lately happened proves Hie 
truth of the saying'that the emancipation of the workers can 
only be achieved by their own efforts. In the model village at 
Bournville great discontent exists, and it seems that two-thirds 
of the inhabitants are threatening to leave. A petition has been 
sent tp the Village Trust in which it is said : “ Your petitioners 
beg to point eut that from the fact that the rent of the houses is 
advanced from 3d 1 , and upwards on every change of tenancy, it 
appears that the estate is being run purely as a commere : al 
undertaking.” Of course, for the.simple reason .that to-day 
everything is commercialised, from tlie Salvation Arrny in the 
slums to the Coronation poppy-show for the snobs. _ N'ot only 
that, but even such undertakings as the Garden City scheme,- 
which was to aid decentralisation and help solve the housing 
-problem-r-even this is hopeless so far as the needs of the mass 
of workers are concerned. Commercialism has set its seal on 
this as on similar enterprises, and the middle classes have 
exploited ■ it for 'their own benefit. Everything turns to the 
advantage of the ruling classes Y.ecahse thh dice are all loaded in 
their favour. Only when the workers thoroughly realise ‘this 
will they understand that revolutionary action is the real antidote 
to politics and philanthropy. . V 
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. THE DEAD SPEAKS; 

A. Letter from* Fearer on Matteo MorraL . 

’ _Zl'he following is a translation of an article in La Depeche (Toulouse, 
April 15), together with a letter of Ferrer’s which is a complete answer 1 
to the lying statements of his enemies that he was concerned in the 
Morral attempt .on;Alfonso XIII. A great agitation has arisen in 
Spain on the question of-.a revision of the Ferrer trial, which has found 
an echo ini other countries. The letter will therefore be of deep interest 
to the readers of Freedom, as the capitalist Press entirely ignores all 
these facts. 


The Cortes are discussing the revision of the Ferrer trial. It is 
the sole topic in Spain. In France, public opinion, occupied as it is 
with internal affairs,'finds itself interested in the debate. 

I knew Ferrer. At the time of the attempt of Morral on the 
occasion of-the marriage of Alfonso XIII., I said in the flcho de Paris 
that it seemed to me untrue that the founder of the Modern School in 
Catalonia had lent his hand to the act of a criminal lunatic who had 
been his guest and pupil. -> ^ A _, 

Ferrer thanked me’ for the article in a letter which I give.here. 
It is a curious document showing the materialist 'professor in his true 
light, in which his enemies would have liked to see a tiger thirsting for . 
blood. In reality, he was but a simple humanitarian imbued with the 
teaching of Jean Jaqnes. . - r ~ 

-v, *- It is stupidity to accuse him of being the instigator of the Madrid 
* affair. It is,.however, his culpability in that crime which is in question 
in the Cortes. ' • i 

I persist in believing that Spanish justice is deceived, that Ferrer, 
taken and shot after the trouble at Barcelona, ought not to have*died, 
as a Solicitor Royal hag since said, for “-the horror -of harming trained 
Morral." . • - ... - / - ; S . ; 

testimony is .that of a man. opposed to the extreme ideas of 
“ Internationalism ” and Atheism,. and. should carry more Weight than 
that cjf the passionate declarations of the Revolutionists. „■/. \ 

• ' The_.following is*the letter‘ > r. 

4 . • Madrid, June 14, 1906. * 

1; My dear M. de Nousanne, - 

; Only to-day I read your too eulogistic article about me. 1 

do not merit so much. 

That which is true in your article is that* I could not, cannot, and 
■. would not for anything be involved in the Madrid affair; and if I am 
Still under arrest, it is because justice wishes to verify what I say and 
to, establish absolutely my innocence', This will probably be done by 
the time this: letter is' in your hands. • / 

But I have something to say, if you would" like it, upon the 
unfortunate Mateo -Morral, He was not’.sueh as the papers would 
make him, out. He was good, .gentle, mpdest, obliging, devoted to ! 
rational instruction and with a mania against luxury. , That which 
- embroiled him with his family was that he could not suffer to see his 
sisters spending so much on jewellery and their toilets whilst their 
workers were so bacfiy’paid. ’ / * 

He was .never violent; he attended the workers’ - classes and their 
organisations. " . • ' 

I had known him three years when he brought his little sist^F^ 
Adeline to the Modern School, declaring that he did not wish her-to be 
brought up in a convent, where, he said, they only taught coquetry knd 
silliness. ' r • • ' . 7 , . . ; ' 

We were linked in friendship, because he whs most sympathetic 
frank, and noble. . ‘ r 

Towards the, end of 1905, he declared to me that he no longer 
desired to be a manufacturer, he no longdr ‘ desired to gain money to 
•' encourage idleness and luxury, and envied my lot, saying that he longed 
to ddvote himself to. the spreading of popular instruction. 

Having every confidence in him, I, offered him the control .of the ‘ 
Modern School Library, as.I found myself overworked'with the opening 
of- new schools and the staff arrangements. 

It was agreed that if his new dutiesjplehsed him, I would sell him 
the Library without any profit 'whatever.- Tie was so content,'that 
towards 1 the month of April we agreed to complete the sale at the 
beginning of Jurie. 

During the four months and a half that he controlled the Library 
he occupied himself solely with his duties and in assisting his friends in 
Sabadell in the'publication of the Socialist journal A7 Trabajo (Work). 

‘ - We come now to the* culminating point. Do, not forget the hatred 
he had of all luxury. He ;even wished to cut the hair of Adeline, a 
thing we would not agree to. . ' ' 

Hovv, at the commencement of May, when the papers were full of ' 
preparations for the Royal Fetes, in Madrid, he was one day in-my 
office, paper in hand; suddenly he stopped reading and said to me, 

“ Look, yet another lady offering' 5,000 pesetas for a .seat a't the Battle 
of Flowers ! To think that it should be possible! It ought not to be“ 
tolerated I Oh, what cowards the people are ! ” etc. 

. He went,out, leaving his paper crumpled on my desk. I took no 
notice, knowing hjs crotchet, against luxury but when I read in the 
papets on the first of June his name as the author of the attack, in my 
stupefaction there came back to my memory the scene of that day, his 
nervousness afterwards, ancf his request for a fortnight’s leave in order 
to rest. ' • . . ° 

Oome now, you eminent psychologists, and assist me to determine 


what that meant in a temperament strong and energetic,, such as that 
of Mateo Morral Roeca. , . '. \ 

I cannot, my dear friend; 1 can only weep, ds I love# him as a 
cherished son. 1 ■ 1 , . 

Excuse me and let me. thank you. , . FekrSsr, 

Such is the document, sufficient to enlighten public opinion on the 
unfortunate martyr of.Montjuich. His letter reveals him childlike and 
generous,, and with the sensibility of a man of 1789 ; it constitutes a 
witness which to me is necessary to reverse the decision. 

I believe they will finally recognise that Ferrer was not the 
execrable and enraged criminal who encouraged the riots' and planned 
the attempt^. Among such men it is necessary to distinguish between 
the domain of the thinker and the man of action. -All are free to 
think, Thought knows neither time nor space. It is folly to attempt 
to imprison it.' Action is another thing. But the balance in which 
thihgs are weighed should not be weighted nvith false weights.. "When 
one judges them, there must be neither hate, intrigue, snares, partiality, 
nor measures of circumstance; in a word, nothing but unadulterated 
Justice; nothing but the calm.^nd noble equity strictly imposed on the 
power which in the repression of political troubles, undertakes to look 
after the wellbeing of the people in the name of the Supreme Law. 

■ ■ , - Henri de JSTousanne. 


SIDELIGHTS ON ITALY. 

(From a Novelist’s Point of" View.) 


The Army. - ' , 

“ My military service is a sore subject with my aunt," said Leone-,- 
as soon as he and Walter were lpftstdne together. 

“And not a pleasant one with you, I imagine? . , 

“ It is a pleasant one tojiobody while he is’undergoing it,” replied 
Leone, “.unless it be to some ignorant peasant to whom it is perhaps a 
welcome change in his life, I am speaking, of course,- from.the point 
of view of the common soldier.” 

“ It is exactly the common soldier's point of view,that is interesfc- 
ing,” said Walter.. “One can imagine that of the officers. The'last, 
I suppose, is much .the same iu your country as in njine.” 

, . • Leone glanced at him quickly. “.Not at all,” he replied briefly. 

“And why not-? ” 

“ Because', the paajority of your officers come' of a class which for. 
generations has been accustomed to possess authority and to know how 
to use it, 1 The majority of ours, on the Contrary, are the inferiors, both 
intellectually and morally-—and 1 very often also socially—of a consider¬ 
able. percentage of the .men’ they have to command. In many cases 
they possess nothing except their pay, and you can imagine a Sub¬ 
lieutenant/with five francs a day, or a lieutenant’ with seven, is com¬ 
pelled to add.-to his income in some. way or another in order to cut the 
figure which is expected of him.” \ t 

“ Indeed, I can,” returned Walter. “ But t?ow can he add to it? ” 

Leone looked at him with a quick smile. “ By arrangement,” he 
replied briefly. 

“ Arrangement! ”, 

“ Certainly. I do not mean by picking pockets. There are many 
ways by which the impecunious officer makes two ends meet—at the 
expense of the soldiers'. He has ‘understandings’ with the non-com¬ 
missioned officers, who are responsible for the supplies of various kinds 
to the regiment. Such peculation is, of course, severely dealt with-\—if 
found out. But it is seldom found* out. 1 All branches of our adminis¬ 
tration suffer from it. A reforming politician, if he be a. Minister of 
State, is very soon houndedMiom office by those to whom his honesty .is 
a reproach and a danger. . . . I do not say that our military service is 
not sometimes a good school ', . . but feften boys suddenly plunged 

into the midst of the abuses that are tolerated and winked at in our 
army, return to their native towns-and villages more corrupt than 
when they left them.” 

U -I. wish some of our advocates of conscription in ISdgland could 
hear that." ~ " , 

“ They are mad—mad,! ” exclainied Leone. “ What has conscrip¬ 
tion done ? Do you suppose that men who are suddenly called upon to 
leave their employment just as they are starting iu life, in order to 
become a kind- of automatic machine for a couple of years, feel any 
patriotism, any military ardour ? Hot a bit of it. They curse their 
country and the'fate that caused them to be born in it; and their 
families, whom they were probably helping to maintain by their labour, 
curse it too. The lowest of the peasant class may benefit by it, but no 
other class does.” 

“ But 1 why, then, in these days of democracy, and in a country 
like -Italy, which prides itself upon being democratic, is the system 
tolerated?.” i. . 

“ We are not democratic,” returned Leone, “ wd are bureaucratic. 
It is the bourgeoisie which condemns us to conscriptioja, because the 
bourgeoisie is afraid. Oh! not oNforeign attack dr invasion—.that is the 
dust used to throw in the eyes of the people ! It is of internal attack 
that the authorities are afraid—of strikes, of revolts. The army exists 
to protect",us against ourselves. . . . Tfiat is no secret to any one who 
knows Italy. But it is our bureaucracy which has caused us to need 
protection against ourselves, by its tyranny and its wholesale corrup¬ 
tion'. . . . There? is-practically no military f ardour. How could there 
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tect Italy “ ‘ Hello,/you little Fat father!’ the devil said to the pries'!,, 

py things, ‘ What made you.lie so to those.poor, misled people? Wlmt tortures 

ianamvres °f hell did you depict ? Don't you know they are already .suffering the 

boroughly tortures of hell in their earthly lives? Don’t you know that .you and 

>m falling the authorities of the State are my representatives on earth ? It is 

speak for you that make them suffer the pains of hell»with which you threaten 

theip. Don't you know this ? Well, then, come with me ! ’ 


■ be? I tell you the rank and file curse the whole thing. The abuses TUI; %DTr?6'r A . Tr . 

are gradually diminishing—that is true. The life of the private soldier irltl r^KlXloI AND THE DEVIL. ' ; 

is gradually .being made less degrading. But wjhy ? .-From fear—the ‘ '• —^— 

fear of the authorities lest the people should rise and say t'o the t In 1849 Feodor Dostoyevsky wrote on the Wall of his prison cell 
, bourgeois bureaucracy, * We will not send you our sods to be made into The’ToIlowing story of The Priest and the Devil-.— L 

machines to protect your purses. If you need soldiers to^protect Italy “‘Hello, you little fat father!’ the devil said to the pries!,, 

against an invader, you shall have them.’ There are things, mapy things, ‘ What made you. lie so to those, poor, misled people? Wlmt tortures 
that are hushed up. ... I have seen more than once at hfanoeuvres of hell did you depict ? Don’t you know they are already .suffering the 

ball-cartridges used—by accident. ■ Unpopular officers, who thoroughly tortures of bell in their earthly lives? .Don’t you know that .you and 

. deserved their unpopularity, have had-narrow escapes from falling the authorities of the State are my representatives on earth ? It is 

• victims to these accidents. . . .. Well, these little accidents speak for } 7 ou that make them suffer the pains of hell ' with which you threaten 

themselves, and they have spoken to the authorities.” . thorp. Don't you know this ? Well, then, come with me !' 

_ * The Church The devil grabbed the priest by. the collar*, lifted him high in the air, 

Presently the bells rang, and from the. central door of-the church carr,ed him to f factoi T» to an iron foundry. He saw the workmen 

appeared the procession. An excited individual, the sacristan, held the fZ g 18 Z ^ - fr °’ Tlf ^ hng ip U,e scorchio g 

office of master of the ceremonies. With fierce thrusts from the long tl ' - - ieavy a * r aud blie aro 1 to .? for 

staff'of the crucifix he carried boys were kept in their proper lines, m ,P T V , ecsm his eyes, he pleads with the devilLet me 

while these thrusts were as often- as not accompanied bypaths as g °' X U u , , 

' forcible as they were blasphemous if any hitch occurred in tire proceed- lo H dear fmend, I must show you many more places:’ The 

ings. . . . Immediately bihind the canopy walked the favoured^. d ^ d gets hold of him again-and drags him off to a faun. There he 

“Perhaps,” whispered Leone;to Walter,"‘‘you will not believe-it, E workmen threshing the gram, lhe dust ai^rheat are insufferable, 

but good places in the procession are paid for* by those who wish to lhe > overseer.carnes a knout, and unmercifully beats anyone who falls 

occupy them!” - - • “ to tl)© ground overcome by hard toil or hunger. . 

There was little display of reverence, The priests themselves in' r he fcl » /uts where these same workers live 

the intervals of their chanting, talked ind laughed ... K “ h the "' families—dirty, cold, smoky, .1 l-smellmg holes. The devil 

1 Walter's face wis flushed with indignation. “ The beasts ! ” he P® 1 "*!,°. utthe P°7f*J ,ao< J hard ( 6hl P» whlch >'°™> here, 

exclaimed under his breath ’ * . . ' . .. ... , lsn this enough . he asks. And it seems as if even he, the 

1 Leone smiled. “I had' my object-lesson long ago,” he said. , P P T t , lhe P™* servant of God can hardly bear it. 

“ Whenlwasaboj-offourteenpr soliiadan experfoncel h^venever /l® b ** a: ^ “« 8® lmm >>*«• Yes, yes ! 

they are all the same, more or less! There was to be a great feta. and Yn „- ZZlZZJ+Z t 1 y T still promise them another hell. 

the ‘ parroco.’ said that money must be collected for a spllndid illumina- S a d v Si bnfc nh v J uT n° ^ X ^ ** 

tion-of the church and village in the evening. Well, t was charged Z'Zf bufc dead physically ! Come on! I will show you offe 

with making a collection from all .the boys in the district I cSlected ■’ ^ Tl A* , “V , . . 

nearly a hundred francs-a tremendous sum for these parts^and h° & a di ;^eoih.with its foul 

handed it to the priest. . The great evening earnest the illumination' Z fh/fW T 3 w Ie Zuf ° f heal I th .-onergyDying 

was confined to a few pots, of olive oiL with wicks'' floating in 'them hZiZ* & Wlt)l vermin that were d^ourmg. their poor,.naked, 

placed in front; of the church./ In the middle of the day the ‘ parroco ’ ’ * Tab-o nff v-iib-v. i +u > -a u i ... ... 

had given a dinner to the priests who came to assist him. They sat ‘ ? Y f km cl °tkes, said the devil to the priest, put on 

down at twelve W got up at four, just in time-to'commence 7 the l° UV Z unfortunates w6ar ; lie down on^ 

procession of the Sacrament and Benediction which was to close the hy floor - and then ^k.to them about a hell that still 

functions. The ‘ parroco,’who carried the Host, was ~so drunk that his - • , , T ^ 

fellow-priests had to hold him up. I never got over that'episode, and “ s '™' 6d the P rles ‘’ ca “ ot thl ” k ol anything more 

the knowledge of how those poor boys' money had been spent bi the ld,eadf “' than this I entreat you, let me go away from here! ’ , 

villains. . . . Moreover, it is not so long ago that, if one or two , Xes >.^“ Th .®f «*“ than tbs. Did you 

1 _t. 1 p 11 * .• ... ° .. ... not know* it? Did VOU not know that thp.RP m«h an wnrnm-i wlimn 


The devil grabbed the priest by the collar, lifted him high in the air, 
and carried him to a factory, to an iron foundry. He saw the workmen 
there running and hurrying to and fro, and toiling ip. the scorching 
heat. Very sopii the thick, heavy air aud the heat are too much for 
the priest. With tears in his eyes, he pleads with the devil:. ‘ Let me 
go! ’ Let me leave this hell! ’ 

• ‘Oh/ my dear friend, I must show you many more places:’ The 
devil gets hold of him again-and drags him off to a faun. There he 
sees workmen threshing the grain. The dust ai^fheat are insufferable. 
The overseer .carries a knout, and unmercifully beate anyone who falls . 
to tl)© ground overcome by hard toil or hunger. ' . 

Hexb the priest is ta'ken to the huts where these same workers live 
with .their families—dirty, cold, smoky, ill-smelling holes. The devil 
grins. He points out the poverty and hardships which are at home here. 

‘ Well, isn’t this enough ? ’ he asks. And it seems as jf even ke, the 
devil, pities.the pepple. Thie pious servant,of God can hardly bear it. 
With uplifted hands he begs,: ‘Let me go away from here. Yes, yes ! 
This is hjell on earth'!’ 

‘ Well, then, you see. And you still promise them another hell. 
You torment them, torture them to death mentally’ 1 when they are 
already all but dead physically ! Gome on ! I will show you one 
more hell—one more, the very worst.’ : • / 

‘ HaJbook him to a prison and showed him a dungeon', with its foul 
air and the many human forms, robbed of all health and '-energy,.lying 
on the floor, covered with vermin that were devouring, their poor,.naked, 
emaciated bodies, 

' > Take off’your silken clothes,’ said the devil to the priest, ‘ pub on 
your ankles heavy chains auch as these unfortunates” w£ar ; lie down on lj ' 


villains. . , Moreover, it is not so. long ago that, if one or two 
lionest young fellows in a country village like this refused to go 
to Mass, or take part in such a procession as you have seen, 
they were at opce denounced to the authorities as ‘Anarchists’; 
and this denunciation was sufficient to cause their arrest and speedy 
conveyance to the domicilio coafto for a term of years. Was that, do 
you suppose, because they .were really Anarchists—village lads who did 
nob even know the meaning of the word ? Nob at all. Their example 
was spoiling the market and bringing the pious swindlesTintp, dis- 

? Tt i.1_ 1 — -l?— _i ■ l» i t • t i 


l No, no! answered the priest, ‘I cannot think of anything more 
.dreadful than this. I .entreat you, let me go away from here ! ’ . 

- ‘ Yes, this is hell?' There can he ho worse hell than this. Did you 
not know it ? Did you not know that these men and women whom 
you are frightening with the picture of a hell hereafter—did you not 
know that they are in hell right here, before they die?’” 


It is these little facta—facts which never come under 


the knowledge of those who wonder at and deplore the growing^ 
infidelity and scepticism in Italy—that are the underlying features of 


you suppose, because they.were really Anarchists—village lads who did THE WORKMEN’S CIRCLE, PHILADELPHIA,. - 

nob even know the meaning of the word ? Nob at all. Their example - —- 

was spoiling the market and bringing the pious swindleslin^. dis- All through the winter we held public lectuies and discussions in . 

repute, . . ./It is these little facts—facts which never come under our plaice, every Friday night in Jewish and Sunday night in English.' 
the knowledge of those who wonder at and deplore the growing^ Each of our meetings -^as attended by more than a hundred peoplb. 
infi.delity and scepticism in Italy that are the underlying features of Besides that, we have a library containing about 1,500 volumes in 
our country life, and of which English writers, who look only upon English, Jewish, and Russian. Our library is open every evening and 
the picturesque outside of the show, never dream, . ... I am ndb is patronised by more than 1200 subscribers, who take' books home, 
exaggerating. I have known twoTa'ds N sent away from 4-his village for v This winter we had a Sunday'school—the first of its kind—con- ’ 
no other reason—denounced as Anarchists and sent to one of the penal ducted by the Modern-School Association of Philadelphia. The school 
settlements. I am not speaking of the Dark Ages, but of three or was attended by about 50—60 -children oh an g-verage, who were under 
four years ago.., l.. .On the' other hand, the greatest ruffian is safe if the care of our able comrades, Geo. BrowryMiss Hanson, Dr. Owaroff, 
he supports the Church” , and myself: They have made remat kalilfprogress. Our main object 

- , The Police, • • • •-* . ‘ is to establish a permanent Modern School, and plans are being worked 

“He died of tuberculosis—a 1 disease which a large percentage of out towards this end. ■ /• 1 ‘ / 

our prisoners contract during long sentences. . We are barbarians still Last Sunday we ended ,tbe present season. About 75 comrades 

in our method of dealing with our criminals.\ .What did she mean came, in spite of the-heat^to"see what we have accomplished in a few 

by that pathetic insistence that ‘he’ was always at home by nine months. The children sane in chorus the “ International ” and other 


the picturesque outside of the show, never dream, .... I am ndb 
exaggerating, I have known two' la'ds .sent away from 4-his village for 
no other reason—denounced as Anarchists and sent to one of the penal 
settlements. I apa not speaking-of the Dark Ages, bub of three or 
four years ago.., l.. .On the’ other hand, the greatest ruffian is safe if 
he supports the Cnurch.” 

. The Police, .. ./.■“' 

“ He died of tuberculosis—a' disease which a large percentage of 
our prisoners contract during long sentences. . We are barbarians still 
.in our method of dealing with our criminals,.,. .*. .What did she mean 
by that pathetic insistence that ‘he’ was always at home by nine 
o’clock.? Well, her brother, when he was released from prison, was 
probably under police surveillance'. That would mean he would be 
obliged to be indoors every night by nine o'clock under penalty of being 
rearrested.......This man came out of prison only 1 to die. Only to, 

die—killed slowly in our prisons. But even when he came out, they 
never let him alone. It was a perpetual tyranny—a ceaseless cruelty. 
It is the law which makes criminals in Italy. Some lad is convicted of 
a trifling offence, and he is sent by the law to associate with the vilest 
of the vile; and ever afterwards, when he comes out; he is a marked 
man for the rest of his life—the police are always watching, always 
persecuting him, for many of the police come from the most brutal 
among the cripinal classes, and are often greater criminals than the 
man they hunt’down and arrest.” 

Landi knew but too well' thht every word thus spoken was true, 
that indeed less; than the truth concerning the incredible corruption 
existing in every'ramification of Italian justice had been said. 

—(From The House of Serravalle,” by Richard Bagot.) 


Anarchy.—A sociaLtheory which regards the union of order 
with, the absence of all direct government of man by man as the 
• political ideal .—^Century Dictionary .- •• . ' . v 


months. The children,sang in chorus the “ International ” and other 
songs, then they recited individually Tom Hood's “ The Song of the 
Shirt” and Herweg’s “Freedom”’ and a few of them read papers on 
different subjects, written by themselves. The evening made a profound 
impression upon all present. <> , 

For the coming summer months the children will be taken out to- 
the parks once in a while. • 1 enclose some of the literature of. the ’ 
Modern School Association. • Jos. J. Cohen. 

May 2//. 


DEATH 


JAMES. 


We take th£'foliowi'ng from the June number of Mother Earth%—o 
“Just before going to press we learn that Comrade t). L. .Jambs, 
. well known in the radical movement as one of the most intellectual 
Anarchists of America, died on June 3, at his home in Fan Claire, Wis. 
The name of 0. L. James is familiar to our readers from the numerous 
' works on Anarchism and related subjects written by our deceased 
comrade, as well as by his contributions to Mother Earth. In a'letter 
' to a friend, the daughter of C. L, James writes ::—‘ The last, thing"my 
father wrote was’what I have copied and enclose to you. * Jt was for 
Mother Earth. He wrote it after the doctor told him he could not 
recover, He was very feeble, but his mind was serene and at its Best.” 
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militancy behind it), a greater blow would have been struck on 
behalf at, its victims than 'any Act of Parliament could ever 
inflict, • ■ * 1 T“ • 1 

. But, after.all, we Anarchists can only say again,.as we i%avd 

said so miny times before, woman, like man, needs economic- 
freedom for the full, development of h€r individuality; and for 
this reason alone the social revolution is necessary. , Those who i 
strive most to destroy capitalist slavery work' best for the full 
enfranchisement of woman. * __ . , A 


The Editors are not necessarily in agreement with Bigned articles. 

* Notice to Subscribers. ---If there is a blue mark against this notice your subscrip¬ 
tion is dim, and Tnjust Imscnt bo fore next month if you wish to go mi receiving the paper 

Money and Postal Orders should‘be made payable to T. H, Keell.. 


THE REVOLUTION IN MEXICO. . 


A Manifesto to the Workers. of .the World. 


The Victory of M ilitancy. 


\\ e have received a stirring appeal from the Mexican Liberal 
Party, and from the following extracts it will be seen that a real 
economic revolution may be accomplished if those who are 
fighting this great battle are not crushed by the outside forces 
of Capitalism. It must be understood that the Liberal Party, as 
it is called in Mexico, stands for a genuine Social Revolution. 


The demonstration of v$?omen of all classes on dune 17, 
destined to become historical, brings us once more face to faee 
with the, burning question that has aroused the enthusiasm 
of so many earnest women,—the question of the vote. Man 
Having the right to vote, to make laws,Jhas not woman the same- 
right, since she is asked to obey these laws, and in many eases 
to take her share of the -responsibilities : of everyday life ? Such 
is,, briefly, the central idea around which has raged that remark¬ 
able campaign of militancy which lias fixed the eyes of’the world 
on the great struggle'now apparently nearing its end. Further, 
it is argued that man himself, while condemning women for 
their militant tactics, lias waged some of his bitterest battles 
against the powers that be in his struggle - to gain enfranchise- 
ment. 1 ': • ‘ • _ • 

All this'is true, and no one could, deny the justice and logic 
of womanWlaim if the vote was a “ right ” in itself, and Would 1 
bring her that equality with man. to which she'justly aspires. 
"iBut the question arises :' What is a vote ; to what political or 
economic right does it correspond ; what .protection does it afford 1 
its possessor against the tyranny, not only of an exploiting sex, 
but of a dominating class or a reactionary majority ? The answer 
tojthis is—and the history of fthe past century proves it on every' 
page—that the vote is, politically, the greatest i-llusiofl-that has 
ever obsessed the mind of man.' It is an illusion twice-cursed. 
It curses him who rules through;, the majority-, and he who is r 
oppressed in the minority. Who has the right to make laws for' 
another ?. This question the Anarchist puts'to his fellow-man ; 
he puts it with*-,equal "force to the women. No one has that 
“ right/’ except the right of might. It is brute force, then, 
that lies behind, the vote—the might'and strength of’mere 
numbers, personified, be it remembered, in that executive power 
(Which calls oh police and soldiery to do its bidding. If the reply.. 
to this is that women will vote far measures that Will remove the 
evils around us, we can only answer in the words of Mrs. Pesant, 
addressed to their own meeting:— . ■- • ' ' 

M What will you- do with the vote when you have it ? That 
is the practical question of to-morrow, because the votfi is really 
won, and it is on your.use of it that the value of the struggle will 
be judged/by history. For men have had the vote by thousands 
and hundreds of thousands. The whole'of the last century was a 
continual repetition of widening out the suffrage. And yet, in 
spite of that you see misery to-day, .drunkenness to-day, ignorance 
to-day; wretchedness to-day. Oh! if women cannot 1 use their 
vote any better-than men have used it, then I fear that in the 
history of the future the work that has been done will hardly 
seem to repay the expenditure'that has been made.” 

Well, the truth is, women will not use the vote more effec¬ 
tively than men, for the sufficient reason that they are just as 
fallible as men, just as much biassed by class distinctions and 
social prejudices, just as : capable of using and abusing political 
power. In this sense she is equal, with the so-called “ stronger ” 
sex. But it follows from this that just as the vote has failed 
to .give to. the oppressed man that freedom and equality he 
has longed for, or to ensure to him the fruits of his labours, 
so it will fail to render such service to woman. Yet there is an 
immense field open to the activities of sincere women whose. 

. hearts bum with indignation at all the horrors inflicted on the 
working class by our brutal system -of I exploitation. What the 
vote cannot do could he done by thej organisation of women 
workers in Trade Unions, 1 If the demonstration of June 17 had 
been organised against the sweating system (with the threat of 


“The people of.Mexico are right now in dpen rebellion 
against their oppressors, and taking .part in the general insur¬ 
rection fire found the supporters of .modern ideas, those con¬ 
vinced of the fallacy of political panaceas in the redemption of 
the proletarian from eeononiic slavery, those who do not believe 
in the goodness of paternal Governments nor in the impartiality 
of laws fashioned by the-bourgeoisie, those who kno.w that the 
emancipation of the workers ought to be accomplished by the 
workers themselves, those convinced of Direct Action, those who 
deny the ‘ sacred ’ right of property, those who do. not take up 
arms for .the purpose 'of raising any master to power, hut to 
destroy the chains of. wage-slavery. Those revolutionists are 
represented by the organising Junta of the Mexican Liberal , 
Party (5191 E. 4th Street,,Los Angeles, Cal., U.S.A.) K whose 
official organ, Regemmaian,. clearly explains its tendencies. 

“ The Mexican Liberal Party is not -fighting to destroy the 
Dictator Porfirio Diaz in order to put in his place a new tyrant. 
The Mexican Liberal Party is taking part in the actual insur¬ 
rection with the deliberate and firm purpose of expropriatings 
the land and the means of production and handing them over to 
the people, that is, to each and every one of the inhabitants 
of Mexico, without distinction of sex. This act we consider* 
essential to open the gates for the effective emancipation of the 
Mexican people. . ... V ; - 

“ There is also another party inarms : the Anti-Re-electionisfc 
Party, whose ’ leader, Francisco I. Madero, .is a millionaire who 
has seen his fabulous fortune grow with- thih sweat and the tearq j 
of the peons of his haciendas. . This party is fighting to make 
‘ effective 1 the right to vote, and to found, in short, a Bourgeois 
Republic like that of the United States. This purely 1 political 
.and capitalist party is, naturally, an enemy of the Mexican 
Liberal Party,” because it - sees in the activity oL the Liberals 
a menace to the survival of ’ the Bourgeois Republic, which, 
guarantees to politicians, to seekers*for jobs, to the rich, to all 
, the ambitious; to those who would like to live at the cost of the 
suffering and the slavery of the proletarian, the continuance of 
social inequality, ;■ the capitalist system, the division of the 
human family into two classes: that of the exploiters and that 
of the exploited. •, ' ” ; 

“The Dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz is about to fall; but the 
Revolution wifi not’ end by this- apt alone. Upon the tomb of 
this ’ infamous dictatorship there will standface to face, with 
arms in the hand, two social classes: that of the well-fed and 
that of the hungry, the first upholding the interests of its caste, 
an d the second, the abolition of those priviliges by means of the 
installation of a system which guarantees to every human being 
Bread, Land and Liberty. ' 

“This formidable fight of the two social classes in Mexico is 
the first act of_the great universal tragedy which will soon have 
for its stage the. surface of the- whole planet, and whose final act' 
will be the triumph of the noble formula, Liberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity that the political revolutions of, the bourgeoisie have 
not been able to crystallise into fact because they have not' 
•dared to hbreak. the backbone of tyranny, capitalism and' 

authority.. 1 ' " 

“Comrades, reprint this Manifesto, translate it into every 
language and circulate it into every corner of the world. Ask ' 
the Labour press to insert it in its columhs, read Regeneraeion , 
and send your piece of money to the Organising Junta of the* 
Mexican Liberal Party, 519|- E.'4th Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 
U.S.A. 





■' V 


July, 1911. * 


FREEDOM. 


r 


53 


“ Our causp is yours :• ife.is thd cause of the silent slave of tlie 
soil, of the pariah of the workshop and tke'factOry, of tlie galley- 
slave of the sea, of the hard-labour convicts of the mines, of all 
those who suffer from the iniquity of the capitalist system. 

“ Our cause is yours: if. you remain inactive" while your, 
brothers meet death embracing the "Red Flag, you will give with 
eyour inaction a rude blow to the cause of /dm proletarian. . . . . 

“Understand ’the danger ,under which we falce all the 
governments" of the world, who see in the Mexican movement 
the apparition of the Social. Revolution, the only one which'the 
powerful ones of the world fear.” • 

i 1 * 

\ 

As we, go to press, telegrams from Los Angeles report the 
■ arrest of Ricardo Flores Magon. and other members of .the 
Organising Junta oh the Mexican Liberal Party, also the. destruc¬ 
tion of ’the printing plant of the official organ, Regeneration. 

It is announced that Cultura Proletariat the New York 
Radical weekly, will take up and carry forward the work of 
Regeneration, and any contributions to the Mexican Revolution 
Defend Fund will be acknowledged through its columns. ‘ A 
page for English readers is contemplated. 


“JUSTICE” AND EMMA GOLDMAN. 


As I expected, Justice feared to publish, my letter in. full. 
On June 3 it said I “We. have received albng and angry letter 
from John Turner, the substance W.nd tenour of which may 
be gathered from' the following extract.” Then' it gave one 
paragraph, and. the following editorial note was appended ^ 

• “ Once more, we have nothing to add to what we have already 
stated; in "this connection, Mr. Turner, as well as ‘ G. B.,’ who writes 
in the same strain, must know how seldom it is possible to produce 
‘ evidence ’ of what one has. no doubt to be true in regard to the phots 
of spies .and agents-provocateurs in the Anarchist movement.” 

It will be noted that there is-still the persistent attempt to 
ignore thd real point, at issue—the-, wicked publication of a 
disgraceful and shameful charge against a woman, without .a 
scrap of evidence to justify it. ' In-the June 17 issue of Justice 
; the following appeared ( .=:• 

“ Dear Comrade, —I am. instructed to forward you a resolution 
carried unanimously at the Battersea Branch meeting on Friday, 
June 9 ‘’The members of the Battersea Branch S.D.P, are of opinion 
that the editor .of Justice has failed to produce any justification for the 
charge against Emma Goldman, and they desire that the name of his 
informant be published or a complete withdrawal of the statement, as 
the members of this branch desire-the policy of, -the paper to be the 
same as its name—mot Injustice.’—Yours fraternally, ^ : 

_ ’ , . 1 T >. Ca’rmichael, 

“We- have nothing at present to add to what we have already said 
on this subject, and nothing to withdraw. The statements .would not 
have been made had we not been convinced.of their tyuth,and we shall 
not be intimidated by the furious abuse of Anarchists, who find their 
•chief’occupation. imattacking,and misrepresenting Social Democrats, or 
deterred from doing our duty, even by the censure of friends 'and 
comrades moved by misguided sympathy with oUr enemies. As to the 
demand that we should publish the name of our informant, our readers- 
_ may rest assured that nothing is published in A^icc-w bichj is. not 
authenticated by tbe n’ame and address qf the writer. * If these ire ,not 
published,jit meafis that we "ourselves-accept full responsibility, unless 
there is an express statement to the contrary. Social Democrats surely 
n,eed not be reminded of how necessary it frequently is for one, whose 
bona fid es are - above suspicion, to remain unknown. >" 

‘ “ Dh the other side we havejreceived the following:— 

} . . "Whitechapel and Stepney S.D.P. 

Dear Comrade,— The following resolution was passed at our last 
branch meeting: ‘That this ,branch expresses its Confidence in the 
editor of Justice re publishing matter concerning- Emma Goldman.’— 
Yours fraternally, J. Levene, Assist. Sec.” 

It certainly looks as if the editor was a bit angry when he 
wrote that’. Not able to say a word in justification of his 
infamy, ha,once more falls "bhek on abuse. The resolution from 
the Whitechapel and Stepney branch strengthens a suspicion of 
.ours as to the origin of the scurrilous article. Then on, June 24 
-appeared!tiiis pole in the correspondence column of Justice :— 

“Edward .Britten. —Certainly ‘the public will draw its own 
conclusions ’ as to the! value of our statements in reference to Emma 
Goldman, We do not a expect or ask for ^anything else.. We are not 
’ formulating any indictment against the lady. We simply make* a 
statement which we have "no doubt whatever is absolutely true. It 
•must stand on its own merits, and people can believe it or nob, just as 
they choose. y . " 

Now, what are we to understand by it? In'the article of 
May 13 an indictment as definite as dastardly was made against 


* our comrade Utama Goldman, Here it is again, so that all may 

see it:— . ' ■ - ., ■ ’ 

“ It- is not generally known that Emma Goldman is in the pay of 
the police, though the fact has leaked out recently. At one time she 
.was Employed by Mr, A. E. Olarovsky, of the Russian Secret Police in 
San Francisco, as ah agent and a spy,” 

This, was. confirmed, by the editor in his irrelevant and mis- 
leading’note to the letter of protest which appeared on May 20; 
when an opportunity was afforded’ to disclaim editorial responsi¬ 
bility for the statement, if not for the publication. Instead 5f* 
" being big and brave enough to admit there was ho evidence 
Whatever to sustain 1 the indictment “formulated-” by the" 

■ anonymous Your Informant,’’ he tries to bluff the readers of 
Justice by talking “of what one has no doubt to be true,” 
and “ we shall not be intimidated by the furious ab'use of 
Anarchists,” etc., etc/ - 

Finding, however, that there are even some sound Social 
. Democrats who cannot be induced to swallow this furious, if 
stupid; fustian, he now pays: “We are not formulating any. 
indictnient against the lady .” ! This, however, is followed up in 
the next sentence 'by saying: “We simply make a statement 
which we have no doubt whatever is absolutely true.” Could 
there be a more contemptuous and cowardly attempt to wriggle 
out of the scandalous position in" which this "“ editor”- has put 
himself;’without even attempting to play the part of a man? 

lie has been eager to stab a woman’s character, one who has 

• given her life’s work to the revolutionary movement, without 

the slightest scrap of" evidence to support it, and’ then, when 
exposed/ says he is not formulating any indictment against her, 
but has no doubt whatever that tit is absolutely true. Therein 
neither sense of honour nor sense of shame in such'dastardly" 
action. 1 ' -. John Turner. • 


correspondence: 


-;■■■■ “JUSTICE” AND EMMA GOLDMAN. "- •' 

’ - . {To the Editor of Freedom.) r 

Dear "Comrade,— The greater number of the Social Democrats 
seem so hopelessly to have lost all sense of logic and justice that they 
are still rather inclined to be loyai to their leaders than to be straight¬ 
forward with regard to Emma Goldman. \ * • 

> A.letter I sent to Justice was simply referred to by the remark 
.that “ G. B,” “ must know how seldom it is 1 possible to producp 
‘evidence’ of what one has 'rip.ddjjbt to be true.” Oh the same page 
was ,an article on our comrade Ferrer’s death, from which we gather 
that the Social DerhocratsYre angry because the Anarchist Ferrer was- 
put to death without sufficient evidence being made publictO|justify- 
. the action of the Government. Again, many Social Democrats were 
angry because the Japanese Government refused to give Kotoku’ and 
, his.friends a fair trial. One' of ;two things is quite clearly the case : 
either these Social’Democrats have lost absolutely a?? sense of logic, or' 
else their indignation concerning Ferrer and Kotoku was mere make- 

believe. . " ■ ■, ■ ■ .... . - • , ... ” 

The organ of Social Democracy, egged oh ^apparently by an 
unknown’informant and tlie Russian secret police agent Olarovsky, 
finds Emma Goldman guilty, but declares it is difficult to bi'ing forward 
the evidence. The Japanese and Spanish Governments find their 
prisoners guilty by a somewhat similar process, though in- their case 
with some pretence at trials. ( In this latter case the Social Democrats 
protest. Why? , ' ' 

If there are any honest.men—I will not say “politically honest,” 
for the expression m6ans nothing to'me—if there are any honest men 
•in the S.D.P,, they- imost dissociate, themselves definitely and decidedly 
from the lies concerning our comrade Emma Goldmanand if would 
be well for them to reflect where ‘we should be : if all production and 
distribution were directly controlled by a central power in society, and 
that central power impersonated by men who are no more scrupulous 
than the editor of Justice has been in his attacks on the Anarchists. 

Meanwhile, we Anarchists will congratulate ourselves that so far' 
■ the capitalists, with the hero of Featherstone at thpir head, are our 
masters; for assuredly it was no jest when Kropotkin said that in -the 
days of the Social Revolution the Social Democrats would hang the 
Anarchists.—Fraternally yours, . G. B. 


THE JAPANESE MARTYRS : AN APPEAL. 


..There has been a very poor response to the’ appeal made in last 
month’s Freedom."" We hope that the international solidarity shown at 
the time of the trial will be translated- into solid cash. Contributors 
can rely upon the funds being distributed among those for whom they 
are intended. Previously acknowledged, 1 Is, H. Taylor Is, R. Gun- 
,dersep 4s,-A. H. Holt 6d, A. J, R. 3s, W. Hart Is. 

The receipt of a free copy of this paper is an invitation 
t^ subscribe. Is. 6d. per annum, • 



54 


FREEDOM. 


!y, 1911, 


THE FIRST OF MAY IN BUENOS AYRES. 


PRESS CUTTINGS. 


The readers of the Anarchist press must be aware of the abnormal 
situation which our movement in the Argentine Republic is in at the 
present moment. But they may not have an exact idea, as to how far 
things have actually gone. In fact;, it is necessary for one to come 
here and see things with one’s own eyes,'in order to believe everything 
that done against the Anarphists. The Law of Social Order which 
was created immediately after the chief of police, Ramon Falcon, was, 
killed,.authorised the police to deal with the right oFfree speech and 
free press just as they like. No meeting or publication with Anarchist 
propaganda views is allowed on any consideration. .Protected by this 
,law, and relying Upon its power, the police have* organised a most 


“The Employers’ Insurance Bill differentiates, Englishmen into- 
two nations,'one'class receiving, less than a certain income, another 
receiving more, lb puts a compulsory levy upon both diasses, but !i 
•levy which is out of all proportion heavier^upon the poorer man, and 
heavier in proportion to his greater poverty. It proposes to. imprison 
any man who will not pay a new tax compulsorily imposed upon the poor 
' ;by the well-to-do. It proposes to compel men to accept employment 
’upon terms dictated by the employing class, whether the workmen will 
, or no, and that On pain of losing not only the. patronage vyhich the' 
employing class and the politicians extend, but all their own compulsory 

savings as well, and^of being marked for life. 

“ Realise clearly what you are in for. Waste no breath or anger 
against the nominal author of the scheme: it is not his ; it is a hurried 


ferocious and t permanent campaign against the Anarchists. Only a copy of Gdrtiaany and a part of-the plan universally pursued by the 
few are tolerated ^ith an express condition : that they do nothing, capitalists throughout Western Europe to secure their future at this 
absolutely nothing; on behalf of their ideas. , ~ * . phase of industrial development. Note that from you, the workers, 

who already justly complain that you are defrauded of your economic 
due by the capitalist system of production, more than eleven miUions:a.re 
to b,e taken in a compulsory tax in order that security may reign and 


And this situation is far worse hpre than in any other place, 
because, besides ourselves, there is nobody ready to lift up his? voice , 


and protest against the way we are being persecuted. Elsewhere, . 
when the partisans r of any doctrine are hunted down, there are always 
a few honest and courageous men to come ‘to the defence, dither 
through sympathy with the ideas or from a sense of justice. But 
nothing of the kind happens here. The Socialist Party itself assumed * 
.-an attitude towards the Anarchists' which would insult and irritate 
anjf person, even 1 the most quiet. ( With an unpardonable lack of 
scruple, the men who direct that party took advantage of the occasion 


fixity may be established in that economic arrangement which.you have 
very properly declared to be detestably unjust. Remember .that if this 
Bill becomes law your Trade Unions. will]he destroyed. Whether this 
end be designed or not—andU believe it be designed—it is an inevitable 

consequence following upon the mbasure.. 

“ Lastly, remember that if you allow the politicians and the great 
employers (who are their paymasters) .to fetter you with this, there will . 
be no going back. You will get:—and that in the -near future—im¬ 
prisonment for the recalcitrant laboured, (as the Minority Report already 
to stir tip an unfair campaign .against the Anarchists,*' with a view to proposes); you will get Boards of Control appointed by.the gov.erni.ng 

excluding them from the Labour movement, where they exercised; and classes; you will get all that apparatus of the legal enslavement of the 

still exercise (although it is impossible for them to work in the poor by the rich which is the, immediate and prying danger before us. 

associations), an influence considerably superior to that of the merely No onei can prevent this thing becoming law except yourselves. You 

political element. , ■''• ^ , cannot trust to Parliament; it is rotten and nearly dead. You cannot 

Our meetings have to be ‘Strictly clandestine. In this way ffi trust to your 1 spokesmen 1 ’; they have fossilised into a caucus,' All 
Libertario was published up to April 15,'edited by a committee of the you-can do is bo make so vigorous a. protest from below as will make 1 

Anarchist groups. The organs of a few associations affiliated to the the dummies in Parliament and the dummy ‘-spokesmen ’ afraid. And 

Federacion Obrera Regional Argentina (Argentine Workers’ Federa- you Lad better set about it quickly, for the thing is upon you.” 

tion)—considered lawless by the police, who take it for an Anarchist .y ^ — Hilaire Belloc, in the Clarion. 

body—were also published clandestinely, as also Liiz al Soldado , an “ It [the National Insurance Bill] is in some respects so monstrous 

anti-militarist paper, — ’ a Bill that its passage into law as it stands is unthinkable. It is a Rill 

. However, as everybody, comrades and Labour element alike, were to enforce saving on people who already cannot" afford to fefed therm 

demanding the reappearance of La Protesta , the A'narchist daily-paper, selves properly (that is, a Bill to make suicide and child-murder com- 

j ~ “ 4 ‘ +v '" pulsory), 'and to enforce. it, moreover,"by an ’official machinery which 

would make even the millennium a nuisance.”—B ernard Shaw, in a 
letter to the Times. • ' . ■ - r 


which aroused Hucb hatred amongst the reactionary element, and 
which has so many traditions and such unbounded sympathy amongst 
the proletariat of this Republic, it was resolved in April to recommence 
its publication with ah issue of eight pages, which would appear on the 
First of May. This would be the only act which the Anarchists' could 
accomplish on that day. --- • - 

But, either through a lamentable lack of precaution on our part 
or because there are too-many .confidants in our midst, the police got 
to know of the attempt, and even where it was being printed, and, 
while granting ample freedom to the Socialist Party to arrange a 
public demonstration and procession, began on April 30 to persecute' 
and bully the Anarchists morfe than ever. Ourbotfl'rkdes were attacked 
“ and .arrested every where-—m the ^streets, on the cars, and in their 
homes. The-printing house was raided and the complete^issue of 
La Protesla seized, togethej>with 5,000 copies of a review devpted to 
the First of May, published by the strong Carmen’s Resistance 
Association, and the issue of the paper, Hacia la Luz ,' organ of a 


group of railway employes. Everyone found on the premises, eighteen Earned for making such a suggestion But I am trying to 
in all, including the owners, were’arrested. As the printing house is 
situated in Lomas„Re Zatnorra, which is under the'jurisdiction of La 
Plata, the persons‘arrested, not all of whom are Anarchists, were 
transferred "to file latter place* and will be chargod with the crime of 
co-operating to attempt to publish aMumber of La Protesta. 'Besides 
others, the active comrade Apolinarjo Barrera was arrested at. his 
home in this city, and sent to La.Plata in connection with the same 
offence. The ’ residence of comrade Emiliano Carulla, a student of 
medicine, -was raided by the police, As they did not find him at 

home, they arrested members of his family and seized some of his _ , 

books. This comrade hadfafterwards tb escape to Montevideo in order—country is beiDg aroused to action. One of the leading) millionaires of 

a . i i /* . * -»*•••• n * NTrvfTT Vrvwlr rlnolnrno in n f.Viof. f Qtwolrcminrr rtf 


<l Mr.. MacDonald says that the Labour Party has been ereatecLto 
secure decent wages for every workman. It is some satisfaction "to 
know that the Labour Party has a definite object, for there have been 
times of late when I have been curious to know what was the purpose- 
.of its being;”— Philip Snowmen. •- 

“ I think, too, that it was about this time [the7passing bf the 
Licensing Bill] that more cognate motives began to i^eigh with the- 
Labour Members. The example of Mi’. Burns was before their eyes. 
That remarkable man had shown that Labour agitation, might easily bd 
made a stepping-stone both to power and to pecuniary profit. It is 
not unreasonable to suppose that a good many of the Labourites, seeing 
so startling an illustration of the profitableness of treason, should have 
cast longing eyes towards the Treasury Bench. I shall doubtless be 
blamed for making such a suggestion. But I am trying to write 
history, and.the essence of history is truth. Timidity and thickheaded¬ 
ness may in many cases account for the actions of the Trade -Union 
secretaries suddenly rai§ed to the dignity of Members of Parliament. 
But-for the actions of men of the type of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and 
Mr. Philip S&owder|, I am unable to fiud any plausible explanation save 
that indicated above.”— Cecil Chesterton, in the New Age. r 

“ The ‘ Idle Rich and the Slaves of Industry.’ These words are 
ringing in the ears of the Plutocracy of New York and Chicago to-day. 
Articles are appearing in the leading magazines and newspapers alluding 
to the doings of, the Idle Rich and their white slayes, and the whole 


to get out.of the-reach of th’e police. 

Thus, while the Socialists were proclaiming the First of May with 
a triumph of their own—a Very sad triumph, you may be sure!—this 
day was a very painfqj: one for the Anarchists and the Labour element 
’.who sympathise with our movement. 

The police are now concocting another iufafny, by pretending to 
have found a large quantity of powder and chemical substances for the 
riianufacture of bombs. The printing house being a public establish¬ 
ment, this absurd supposition is rendered still more unreasonable by 
the fact that the owners are not Anarchists. However, as one is 
allowed to do anything in this Republic] as long as it is against the 
propagandists of 1 Anarchy, it. is just possible that they will make this 
new plan work. | \ 

Buenos Ayres, May, 1911. Manuel Moscosq. 

. • ... .i 

* As it may be thought^ that .there is some exaggeration in-this statement, I 
shall, in my next correspondence, enter into more details, proving its veracity. 


New York declares, in a printed article, that the awakening of the 
people means revolution in the near future. And Mr. Townsend Martin 
ought to know. He is a member of several, fashionable clubs, and he is 
intimate with many of the-Idle Rich of New York; he is able to speak 
with authority.”—“ Juvenal,” in the J\ T ei6 Age. ?. 


Notice. 

Newsagents have frequently refused to supply Freedom owing to 
the difficulty of obtaining the paper. Wb have $ow. made arrangements 
with the following agents to supply Freedom and also our books and 
pamphlets at wholesale rates. Readers are requested to notify their 
newsagents:— i . 

London— Hendersons, GG Charing Cross Road, W,C. 

E, H. Johnson, 23 Bride Lane, Ludgate Circus, E.C, * 

Liverpool —E. G. Smith, 126 Tunnel Road. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES, 




United States. ‘ * 

Our indefatigable comrade Emma Goldman has again bqeo on a 
lecturing tour. ; It is interesting to see from an article in Mother Barth, 
by Ben Reitmhn, who fof three years has been her manager and, as a 
“stormy petrel,” preceded Emma Goldman wherever she went to 
prepare |or her lectures, that Anarchist ideas-are becoming less and 
less misrepresented, and that the Press usually gives fair accounts of 
the meetings. It is curious—though well known to thqse who have 
some experience in the Anarchist movement—that only the Social 
Democratic press is willingly and knowingly hostile, and Socialist halls 
-are nearly always refused to Emma Goldrrian. It will be rather'a 
surprise for English Anarchists to hear that Governors and their staff, 
Mayors, Senators, and Members .of the Legislature are nob infrequently 
seen at her meetings. 'We should like to say of English libraries what 
Reifcman says of the American—viz., that he finds neatly always from 
ten to twenty-five books on Anarchism in every library. 

- Evpry one who has even slightly followed the Labour struggle in 
America must have been struck,by seeing how, by a simple “injunction” 
of some judge or tribunal, rights and liberties guaranteed by the Con¬ 
stitution are set aside. Massachusetts is* the first State to attempt to, 
curb that custom, and has now enacted a law limiting the power of ! 
judges to take proceedings against violators of injunctions. But if this i 
anti-injunction law should be adopted in other States, the big capitalists 
would be sure to find some other way to render resistance by their 
workpeople illegal. 

Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison, the three leaders of the American 
Federation-of Labour, who. had been acquitted by the Supreme Court 
on the charge of having violated an injunction, but who were in danger 
of being prosecuted again for the same offence, will have the satisfaction 
■of laying their case before a special committee of lawyers appointed by 
'TFufige Wright, of Washington. ‘.This committee is, to decide whether ' 
they "will be prosecuted again or not. As th§ members of fethis 
“ impartial 'CQiiQmittee” are lawyers in the employ pf the Manufacturers’ 
Association and^fhc. Buck Stove and .Range Company, who are the 
prosecutors, it requm&S'an unusual amount of innocence to look serious 
on these farcical proceedihgs^ilie 'end will, be undoubtedly that the 
A.F.L. will be fined pretty heavily^—the worst of punishments fpr the 
treasure-hoarding. non-revolutienaryTuions affiliated to, the Federation. 

The revolutionary Industrial UnionisfS^efthe I.W.W. are carrying-, 
on a strong propaganda among the textile workers of the Pittsburg 
district, where Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a militant and devoted comrade, 
is appointed to work. It is too often forgotten that Pittsburg is not 
only a centre of the metal industry, but that there are also $0,000 male 
and female workers ip-the textileHmdustry. .Comrade Flynn’s work 
'will be especially amon'g the- female workers, whose-htwshands mostly 
work in the ,jnines at insufficient wages. ’ *' 

In California a.big-strike is threatening among the 25,000 lumber 
workers, till now mostly unorganised, working in the neighbourhood of 
■Crescent City, Eureka, and Fort Bragg. The I.W.W, have begun to 
propagate revolutionary tactics and direct action in these districts, and 
sent special propagandists for the English, Italian, and Finnish workers. 
The claims of the men are for shorter hours, more wages, and better 
conditions! Their strength lies in the fact that the workers in those 
districts can completely control the red wood market. __ » 


as to uphold the capitalists; -Probably they were brought up on legal 
and peaceful Social Democracy. • • v 

Our Anarchist comrades know betfemthan-to-expeob help-f-rom the— 
law. Their difficulty lifto get .away from its attention. The recent 
Anarchist Congress at Dusseldorf was held on June 4 and 5, under the 
continuous observation of th© police. Though the local police were 
assisted by many -$pies n they had a few days’ hard‘ work, as. our 
comrades played many a trick on their sljadqweys, who.only recovered 
their usual superiority when the “ conspirators ” had left the town. 
The Congress was' quite successful, and the vhrious items on the 
agenda, amongst which were the propaganda and press, were dealt with 
in public and private meetings, notwithstanding the interruption of the 
police. ' ■ - ! ’ ■ .i 


PROPAGANDA NOTES. 


Reports of the Movement are specially invited, and should be sent in not 
• • ' later than the 25th of each ttionth.\ ’ ’ 


GlasgcIw. ... ' . . 

Our open-air propaganda lias made a most encouraging start, successful 
meetings having been held in Govan, Paisley, and Kirkintilloch. It is 
intended to resume our meetings on Gaol Square. The meetings are Iffikl as 
under:— ». - . f ’ : 

Govan, every Wednesday, 7.30, at Helen Street. ’ - . 

Paisley, alternate Thursdays, 7.30, at Abbey Gate; next meeting, July 13, 
Kirkintilloch'and'Greeii meetings will be advertised locally, . 

The comrades in these districts will help immensely if they will come out of 
their retirement and do some work.' The Glasgow comrades, in running 
these meetings, have no intention of permanently shouldering the burden pf 
propaganda in these districts. Although quite-willing to assist and anxious 
to co-operate, they .recognise that the best means of furthering propaganda 
is to'assist the local comrade^to find their feet and do their own work. 

The group meetings areD^Qw being held on Friday evenings from 
7 o’clock, in Clarion Scouts 1 meetings arejiofc intended solely 

for tho?ie identified with the Anarchist movement: all sympathisers and 
inquirers will be made welcome._ - . 

' The group has a large silcek of Anarchist literatm’e on hand ; if may be 
ordered in auy quantity, from the Literature Secretary. We'.have just 
printed sfotne postcard photographs of Bakunin, price 2',l>each, Is. 6d. per 
dozen. There are still a number of May Dry. plmto-postcardsOiiJiand, and ’ 
we willjoe glad to hear from comrades desirous of purchasing. Alf inquiries 
about literature should be sent to Literature Secretary, Anarchist Group 
Clarion Scouts, 7 Holland Street. . ■ j 


:Servia. • ' " • , _ . 

The Socialist-Anarchist movement in Servia is developing. Besides- 
the Kommune, a second Anarchist Syndicalist paper called The 'Workers 
has been started. In this country, as everywhere, the people are losing 
their illusions of Social Democracy. Recently at Belgrade a meeting 
of waiters was held to discuss the'way to improve their condition. A 
Social Democratic Deputy, Kaelerovie, was one of the speakers,, and 
enlarged upon the importance of having representatives in Parliament, 
But the audience saw through this politician’© game, and shouted him 
down. Eventually a society of-waiter© oh Tndustrial Unionist principles 
was organised. Several hundred copies of The Workers were sold a& the 
meeting, anffi40 to 50 men enrolled themselves in the new Union. 

Pierre Ramus’s pamphlet, “ The Fraud of Parliamentarism,” has 
been translated from German into Servian. 


Liverpool. . . ' • ' ' 

The International Modern School intends holding its aimual outing at 
Halewdod on August 12. There are 5q children to cater fur, and needless 
to say expenses will be somewhat heavy. Ibis unfortunate that we have 
not found suitable rooms for our school, but every effort is being made to 
overcome our difficulties. We have been buffetted about very much since 
our inauguratibn7hwing to our opinions; nevertheless, that does not deter 
us in the least. We shall win yet! ■ 

Comrade Muston L endeavouring to once more start^butdoor propa¬ 
ganda, which, I. am afraid, has beeh* lacking this year, although our 
comrade .Peter Larkin has been holding forth persistently among the 
seamen and firemen of Liverpool, advocating the general strike, and’not 
forgetting to point out to the strikers that/the fulminating object of the 
workers should be the capture of the means of distribution ami production. 
There is no doubt that Liverpool is sadly in need of the knowledge that the 
■ solidarity of the workers-is their only-hope and salvation. 

1 ' An amazing incident happened last week.' "The coloured firemen of an 

Elder Dempster liner came out oh strike in sympathy with the white men. 
.Arid it was the dignified white rued who “scabbed” them ! This is one of 
the little ironies of the Liverpool strike. However, generally speaking, the 
idea of the genera] strike is certainly spreading. We shall learn by our 
mistakes, for " these tbing3 are only sent to try us” 'ssP-tbe-Big Book 
banger” would have it. *v 

Children’s Picnic Fund-^rBilanee 13A 2d, .F*. Goulding 6d,'D. J. 5s, An 
Old Comrade 10s, 1 B. Black 4s. 

International Club, Spekelahd Buildings, Dick James, 

Canning Place', . .. ‘ ■ , 




Germany. • 1 

The tribunals of Berlin have £>een occupied with a trial which 
proves once again that the capitalist^' alwfiys find the law on their side 
in any conflict with their mqn. A great number of employers in 
various industries had dismissed on May 2 all those workers who had 
- not worked on the First of May and had 4ak@R) part ip. Labour and 
Socialist demonstrations. The workers brought" an action for unlawful 
dismissal, as they thought that, according to their labour contracts, by 
not working on the First of May they would merely lose a day’s'wages 
or be temporarily locked out, and at the worst be dismissed after 
receiving due notice. Anyhow, the men were quite sure of their case, 
relying on the law,. But the judges unanimously decided .that to stop 
work in\ order to take part in a Socialist demonstration must be con¬ 
sidered as a definite abandoning of the work, and therefore dismissed 
the workers’ claim for compensation and compelled them to pay the 

./V/riofa T'hncjA yYt£XY\ mnef. liotm Konti ^ innn/ionf.o " inrioorl f.n 


West London. . ^ . v . 

On Saturday, June-3, while addressing a meeting at the corner of Store 
Street, Tottenham Court Road, opr cppirade Percy Tanner was arrested* by 
two constables and taken to the police station, where lie was charged with / 
obstruction. The charge was heard at Bow Street on the following Monday 
mdrniugj and although several comrades gave evidence that there was no' 
obstruction, the magistrate accepted the uncorroborated evidence of the 
coustables, and convicted Tanuef, but merely bound him-over to keep the 
peace for three' months. -The magistrate showed his partiality in all hie . 
remarks. When told that meetings had been held in the' same place for 
twelve months, lie said it was time they were slopped. / - - 


-costa of the trial. Those men must have been innocents ” indeed to 
think that a German judge^would not be able to interpret the law so 


Victoria Park. ', . / 

'Good meetings held here every Sunday. ( On May 21 w© had a strong 
muster of speakers. Cpmrade Ray, after pointing out that 5s. per week for 
old-age pensions was ridiculous,, when it cost 14s. 9d. per week ’to keep a 
pauper, ga-ve a very clear and interesting description of communal life under 
Anarchism, where.no class distinctions embittered social relations, .After 
this, Ponder asked for questions, and a number were put, mainly harping on 
the old theme: What tfoukl you do with the lazy man and the man that 
wouldn’t agree with you ? -These points were cleared up to the satisfaction 
of the questioners." Kavanagh then gave a stirring address, which was .well 
received. ’• ‘ 1 J 

On Sunday morning,. May 28, Kitz gave us an interesting historical 
Survey of the Socialist League and some prominent events of, the past 
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•Ponder ga^e a strong criticism of the position of tlie S.D.P,. The East End 

Groun will be glad of help from those who can turn up. . / 

1 ___ !-• F. Goulding. ’ 

Woolwich. , ' ‘ 1 , 

On Sunday, June 4, at Beresford 'Square, Ray spoke to a large crowd, 

holding: them fori nearly two hours. _ He amused them greatly, by hi3 
sarcastic references to the Government bomb factory close by.' 

F. G. 


; ■ , ■ - ^ 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

. {June 1—June 28.) . “ * 
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